Analysis of 1 Thessalonians 2:3-9

A priori statement: Our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of
deceit. (v. 3)

Contrast: Rather, just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel,
in this manner we speak. (v. 4)

In other words, Paul is saying that their methodology of ministry is consistent with
the trust they have been given from God.

PARTICULARIZATION OF
IDEOLOGICAL CONTRAST

We speak not We speak to please God, who
as pleasing men testsour hearts
(ERROR, IMPURITY, DECEIT) N P PROUAL FROM Goby "
We did not come with flattering We became gentle, asif we
Speech were a mother who might
cherish her own children
Nor pretext of greed
We longed for you
Nor did we seek glory from men JUST AS YOU
S KNOW, = | Out of our fondness for you, it
Wedidn't “throw our weight GOD IS WITNESS seemed a good thing to usto
around” as apostles of Christ impart to you not only the
gospel of God, but also our very
lives
We labored day and night so as
not to be a burden to any of you
SELFISH GIVING, SACRIFICIAL
PURPOSE

So that you may walk in a manner worthy of the
God who calls you into His own kingdom and
glory (v. 12)

CONCLUSIONS

1. Man-pleasing ministry proceeds from IMPURITY, DECEIT, AND ERROR!

2. Thisisn't rhetoric/idealism. Paul repeatedly asserts that both God and the Thessal onians saw their holy conduct

3. Ministry that’s in keeping with the trust we' ve received from God is ultimately for the sanctification and disci-
pleship of others. It requires sacrifice, love, and awillingness to labor!

YOUR WALK’S GOTTA MATCH YOUR TALK!



